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papers and
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without
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Canadian
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centuries.
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I t has been â bearriiut
I autunn. The ollrcr cl v. às r
I had linishcd (earlier rÉarr

planned) w ling ! speech I n
grvrng In Ronre ncxt fironth. I
der ided lo Ën  nr l  rdlrFl  rhe \r"hr
ul  Iny l0 {)6, in t , reprrur i( ,n t , r
thc deer-hLrnrirg season. Of in
crsc sonrcbody comes att cking
mc l  hu ( i rer l  y xl \  rwr] .  Shhhl
rrnn t  ' r l reJt thrsr, , . ,nyb, y i t
tlre pr el().iâns chose to noricc
lhrl I own guns li)r pftnecti( ,
thcy coold.rcvoke nry iircarrns
rcencc n( l  coDtrsct le nly Iuns,
$ rhcir C-6t3 tlw (so,c.rtld)

So I  hi l  lhc trui t  l ( '  nry t i ) rcsr,
wrllr my knrps ck on ni! b clr
rnd nry .10 06 on nry rtn)uldcr:
Thc trccs werc bLrlning yc ow
rnd red Lrnder rlrc dccp btuc st(y.
and the lbrcsr snrcllcd likc rhc
aulunrrs ol  nry chi ldhood. I  con-
fess lhîr lhis ritlc is rcgjstcre!t,  s
âr'c.rll ncw llcs boughl âlicr lhc
inlunlous C-68 l.rw cL  c inlo
lorlc. WoNe. I dlll Nhrnæd r('
s.ry Ihlt I still huve posscssi(nr
rnd Acquis i l iÙr  L iccnce.  which
cxpi rcs ncxl  ycar  BLrr  I  del ibcf -
rely did nol bdng wirh nrc eirtref

tllrs cruppy licencc or thc rcgis
r f t r l i "  

 

cc i f ic i Ic , , ]  rhr \  \pùci Ic
r r te. .a requi rcd b)  r t re i r  hw My
ancestors, thc French-Cân!dirn
courcu|s dcs bois, have ùrve cd
thesc lbr€sts wirhoul âny p€nDis-
sron or orlcnof plssporr ior ccD_

As I marler of tàct, I did nor
btng any ID prpe$ nr a . Crn
you jmâgine Ll is?Amred in the
ioresl with no ID p.pers I No
crnpty trcÈnce, nr,  tur)  regislrJ
rron (ertrtrùrte, nU pie.r\ure Lr fr
opemtor card, no driver's Iicence,
no sociâl insurance crrd, no citi-
zenshjp card, no mcdicare card,
no hrDting l icence, no norhingl

relegated
IO an

outiawed
minority
culture
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The Ganadian culture

lt1|1is Nundiw of th( Lile of
Frcdui(k DouKlats m
Anûtun Shw (t815),  the
:ruthor recllled his lè s when
plânDing his escrpe ro rhe Nothi''Any one firvin8 â while ùrce,
rnd being_so dislx)sed, could srop
os, Lrnd surrJecl trs lo oxamimtion.
. . . whcn I gct therc lin
Pennsylvani!1, I shltt nor be
requircd lo have â pllss: I ctr
l r îvct wi lhoul bcing disrLr red.
Now. inslc lol  "havins a whire
lirce." r'ead "hrvin-! a pirctoian,s
h{dgo."

My liulc clrily rcrs ot deti ncc

are, ofcoùr'sc. only smatl bcer
cornpîr€d to lhe slave ruvolt
waged by the rcrl heroes ot the
Cânadian Unrcgisrercd Fir€a i

(www.cutbn.c ). But I have not

CLrltures can be dellned s
slrâred prclercnces aod tifestytcs.
t know something abour cultures.
as I swilch among mâny. I am
(nearty) as conrlortable drinking

Can you imagine it?
Armed in the forest

with no licence,
no gun registration

certificate, no driver's
trcence, no social
Insurance card,

no citizenship card,
no medicare card,
no hunting licence,

no nothing

beef with hùnrea rnd gun nuts rs
I alÎ at ease in a New york Ciry
snk)n or ralking atroul rds and
lile aDd &r,r.].y' O wirh toplcss
women or lhe Frcnch Rivierr
Ct'nada has ncver beci kiown
for ils inlellectuatsatons or ils
sensuous lile, b r ir used to be I
lree country. In ll.ee counrrv
indiv iduals cân,  wi lh in the I imirs
set  by o lher  ind iv idLels ' t icc
clrorccs, adhcre to rhe cuhurcs

CircLrlâting withour 1D trpells
lnd ( rwnr |u guns wirhour  pennis
sron hrvc Lreen pxn ol lhc
Cmrdirn trudirion td ccnluics.
bur flr now rclcg l€d to I criùi,
n . r l izcd miùor i ty  cu l lue.  Wi th
l lÈ i r  hw\  .  r ( l  rhc i r  s , f \ .  rhc t i ,s
l r l (  \ l lk \ f r r \  i  

 

O  $J.  TL,r ( ,n l ( '
r r r ( lQuchcc Ci l )  r rc  t le \ rn ' ) rD!

Why does lhe sl tc wLul lo
denr)y our  cùl tuc? Rcc uscwc
re r  nr inodry?This is  not  a s  r i$

lircl(ny:rDswcf, as thc slurc
rclrvcty lftnects Lrnd sutrsidiæs
orhcr  min( 'dr ics:  rhc. .v is ibtc
fiiroriliss." the lèrril]isrs, thc
rbofirin ls, rhc Frùcophoncs
{wxîlcvcr thll nrcffs). lhe
nâl(nllri iitcllecturl ctNs, thc
horrosexL[ls (whosc ucli!isls ny,
like ours. to nukc.beticvc lhcy 

'

rc m)le Lhun I onc pef ccnr
nrinorily). Why, lhen, does ltrc
sl.rle lirvour sorrrc nrinoily cùt
tur€s rnd oppress othc$?

Thc answcr Iies ir the nlnure ot
lhc state,  whose r rurat lcndencr
( i l  le l l  uncheck0d) is  ro help lhc-
c l ien lc lcs. rnd cul tures lhat  s t rp-
porL r ls  powcr,  inc luding takc d is
srdents who c;rn be bdbed irto
lhc courl, ûnd 1o crush lhose
mi'rorities who reprEsenl I rert
clr llengc to its trnlimitcd domi
nltion. Orhef thugs beirg equat.
the slalc will ruack rhc lnino ties
tfiat iL can oppr€ss al the towcst
polùic.rlcosr. ln Cînada ând
elscwhere, the cLrhure that dæ
sLde rs r'yrng to sociâlty enginccf
's a cLrllurc ofobedience. Et

Pêre LômrÉu' is à profestôrand wnlêr


